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ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

Land use planning improves communities by 
empowering residents to collectively envision 
their future.

The planning process involves identifying current 
conditions, creating a vision for the future and devel-
oping ways to achieve that vision. 

Community plans serve as guidance for elected 
offi cials, board and commission members, and 
developers about what a community expects related 
to land uses, new development, and infrastructure.

About the Urbancrest Community Plan
The planning process includes three phases: cur-
rent conditions and visioning, developing policies, 
and writing the plan. Three public meetings will be 
held during the planning process to ensure the Plan 
refl ects the community’s vision.

This document is a product resulting from the 
information gathered during the fi rst public meeting. 
Additionally, the document contains a draft of the 
plan’s policy recommendations. These are the goals 
that the plan sets out to achieve.

Planning Area Boundaries
The planning area includes all of the Village of 
Urbancrest. The Village is located at the intersection 
of U.S. 62 and Interstate 270 approximately 6 miles 
southwest of downtown Columbus. The Village is 
approximately 306 acres in size.

17 Public Meeting Results

18 Favorite Places

19 Feedback Forms

20 Vision Statements

21 Draft Goals
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PLANNING AREA

Detail

The Urbancrest Planning Area is shown in green.
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Public meetings allow community members to provide input on 
their community’s future. For the purposes of the Urbancrest 
Community Plan, the future includes how land is used, how build-

ings look and how people get around.

First public meeting
The fi rst of three Urbancrest Community Plan public meetings was held 
on September 12, 2019 at Quinichett Pavilion, 3464 First Avenue.

Residents, property owners, business representatives and other inter-
ested individuals attended the meeting.

Gathering input
After a brief presentation by the project team, meeting attendees broke 
into four groups to complete feedback activities.

The project team conducted three exercises to gather detailed feedback 
from participants.
1. Feedback form: Each attendee fi lled out a form, composed of two 

types of questions: questions to answer on a scale from strongly 
agree to strongly disagree and open-ended questions asking attend-
ees about commercial areas and transportation concerns in the 
community.

2. Post-it notes: Attendees identifi ed their likes and dislikes about the 
community on post-it notes. The post-it notes were grouped accord-
ing to topic area to see which likes and dislikes were most common. 

3. Favorite places maps: For the fi nal exercise, attendees placed green 
and red dots on a map to indicate their top three favorite and least 
favorite places.

Those unable to attend the public meeting could complete an online 
survey. The survey questions mirrored those on the public meeting 
feedback form.

Using the results
Results from the meeting and the online survey are used to fi nalize a 
community vision for the future. After understanding what people like, 
and what they want changed, we develop recommendations to achieve 
that vision.

The draft recommendations will be presented at the next public meet-
ing, where we will gather more feedback.

Over 40 residents 
engaged in the 
planning activities 
of the fi rst public 
meeting, informing 
the visions drafted 
for the Urbancrest 
Community Plan.

PUBLIC MEETING RESULTS
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FAVORITE PLACES

About the Exercise
At our public meeting in September 2019 we conducted a mapping exercise to gain an under-
standing of how attendees feel about their community. During the exercise attendees placed 
colored dots on a map to indicate their favorite and least favorite places in and around their 
community.

The Results
We determined the community’s overall favorite and least favorite places by identifying the 
locations with the most dots. The following pages contain the exercise’s results.

Urbancrest Planning Area
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Favorite Areas
Public Facilities: Residents identifed public 
facilities including parks, playgrounds, 
the YMCA and Quinichett Pavilion as their 
favorite places.
Wooded, open space: The wooded open 
space in the southwestern corner of the 
Village is appreciated for its wildlife and 
trees.
Bending Brook: Residents appreciate the 
Bending Brook community and services 
provided.
Places of Worship: Religious uses were fre-
quently identifi ed by residents as a favorite 
place.
Homes: Many residents take pride in their 
properties and homes, noting them as 
favorite places.

Positive Comments
Land use and development: Nearby busi-
nesses meet daily needs.
Housing and community: Quiet neighbor-
hood and friendly people. Enjoy access to 
green and recreation space.
Transportation: Roads are well maintained.

Least Favorite Areas
Urbancrest Industrial Drive: Attendees dis-
like the noise generated from the industrial 
uses in this area.

Route 62/Broadway: Residents desire im-
proved maintanence of commercial proper-
ties in this commercial corridor.

Southwest Industry: Residents report ex-
cessive noise generated from truck traffi c 
accessing industrial uses.

Negative Comments
Housing and community: Poor upkeep 
of undeveloped properties, such as over-
grown lots, standing water, and blighted 
structures.
Transportation: Residents report excessive 
speeding on First and Central avenues.
Safety: Concerns were expressed over 
illegal criminal activites that occur in the 
village. 

See map on next page 
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FAVORITE AND LEAST FAVORITE PLACES



10

PUBLIC MEETING RESULTS & DRAFT POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS | URBANCREST COMMUNITY PLAN

FEEDBACK FORMS

Feedback
At our public meeting on September, 12 2019 
we asked participants to complete a feedback 
form to gain an understanding of how the com-
munity feels about various topics. The feedback 
form’s topics included land use, environment, 
community identity and transportation.

The feedback forms contained questions to 
answer on a fi ve-point scale from strongly agree 
to strongly disagree. Questions requiring written 
responses asked respondents what they like 
and dislike in their neighborhoods and in com-
mercial areas.

The Results
Results of the feedback forms are on the fol-
lowing pages. In addition to the graphs, we also 
refer to written and oral comments provided by 
attendees. 

17 Residential Land Use

18 Commercial Land Use

19 Parks and Nature

20 Community

21 Walking

19 Bicycling

20 Transit

21 Driving
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LAND USE: RESIDENTIAL

Survey Assessment 
The majority of respondents indicated a desire to see more residential development in the commu-
nity, with a preference for detached single-family dwellings. Respondents inidcated that 44% of new 
housing units should be more dense development, including duplexes, townhomes, condominiums, 
and apartments.

Residents expressed preferences to remain in the Village long-term (see page 14) -- however, resi-
dents also expressed a need for more housing options to enable aging in place.
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Respondents report that a distinctive visu-
al appearance is important in commercial 
areas (see page 14). However, community 
members have mixed opinions about the 
conditions of Urbancrest’s commercial devel-
opments. Overall, a majority of respondents 
thought nearby commercial properties looked 
agreeable, but many respondents specifi cally 
identifi ed the Broadway corridor as having 
room for improvement.

Residents identifi ed the Broadway commer-
cial corridor as potentially supporting new 
commercial businesses. Most needs are met 
by nearby businesses, but many residents 
found it desirable to have more commercial 
activity closer on Broadway. A mix of uses, 
such as combinations of offi ce, retail, and 
residential, was considered appropriate in 
this area. 

Survey Assessment 

LAND USE: COMMERCIAL
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PARKS AND NATURE

Survey Assessment 
Most respondents believe there are enough parks and recreational facilities -- however, at least a 
quarter believe access to parks and recreation could be expanded. A majority of respondents feel that 
existing facilities, such as parks and playgrounds, are well maintained. Most respondents are occa-
sional visitors to the parks.

The area’s “country feel” and greenspace were frequently identifi ed positive characteristics, which 
respondents identifi ed should be balanced with other land uses (see page. 
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COMMUNITY

Respondents reported a strong desire to stay 
in their neighborhoods as they grow older, 
although they do not believe that there are 
enough housing options to accommodate 
aging in place.

Most would like to see a consistent neigh-
borhood appearance such as entrance signs, 
streetlights, and street signs. 

Respondents desire access to fresh, locally 
grown food.

Survey Assessment 
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TRANSPORTATION: WALKING

Survey Assessment 
Respondents reported that walking around their neighborhood is easy, whether there are sidewalks 
or not. However, it was not necessarily considered safe to walk along roads without sidewalks. Walk-
ing to commercial areas was genereally considered easy, with a third of respondents indicating it is 
diffi cult.

Through open-ended feedback, residents provided mixed feelings regarding sidewalk installation, 
although nearly three quarters of respondents agreed that pedestrian safety in some capacity is 
desirable. 
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TRANSPORTATION: BICYCLING

Survey Assessment 
Riding a bicycle to nearby commercial areas was generally not considered to be diffi cult. Respondents 
generally disagreed that it was easy to get to bicycle trails or had no opinion.
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Survey Assessment

Most respondents stated that they do not 
ever ride the bus. Most bus riders use transit 
for personal trips, followed by work trips. 
Half of respondents had no opinion whether 
there are enough bus routes. More than half 
of respondents with an opinion indicated that 
there were not enough routes.

While most residents do not ride the bus, 
there would be more interest in transit if 
modifi cations were installed to the stops that 
would improve the experience of waiting for 
the bus, such as benches and shelters.

TRANSPORTATION: TRANSIT
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TRANSPORTATION: DRIVING

Survey Assessment
Respondents report that the Village’s roads are 
well-maintained.

Speeding was identifi ed as a problem, particularly at 
First and Central avenues. The bar graph above lists 
roads with the most reported speeding. 
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VISION STATEMENTS

Feedback
Participants provided feedback on the vision 
statements that were drafted using the themes 
identifi ed during Stakeholder Interviews. Re-
spondents were asked to determine if the vision 
statement should be kept or change

The drafted vision statements are grouped 
into three themes: community development, 
transportation and infrastructure, and parks 
and recreation. The vision statements will guide 
drafting of the goals for the Urbancrest Commu-
nity Plan.

The Results
The results of the vision statement surveying 
are on the following pages. In addition to the 
graphs, we also include written and oral com-
ments provided by attendees. 

The proposed fi nal vision statements, as mod-
ifi ed using the results of the surveying and 
open-ended feedback, are listed following the 
presentation of the data.

17 Community Development

18 Community Development

19 Transportation and Infrastructure

20 Parks and Recreation

21 Final Vision Statements
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Land uses that support and respect current 

areas, the country feel and quiet neighborhoods, 
and vibrant mixed-use areas where appropriate. 
This vision promotes confi dence that the char-
acter of an area will not dramatically change 
while allowing development in strategic loca-

tions to support the residents of the Village and 
nearby areas. 

Commercial development should complement 
existing land uses and promote economic 

vitality while respecting people-friendly design 
standards. This vision will ensure that future 
commercial uses are strategically developed 

and are meant to best serve the local residents.

Survey Assessment
Most respondents made reference to the village’s 
country feel, small-town dynamic, and/or the qui-

etness of the area.

“What I like about Urbancrest is the laid-back, 
country feel and atmosphere.”

“There is an absence of big city noise, and it is a 
friendly community.”

Residential and commercial blight, people-friend-
ly infrastructure, and a more local retail were 
commonly stated as areas for improvement. 

“I would like to see a convenient grocery option 
with fresh produce and meats.”

“I would like to see absentee land owners have 
their property maintained.”
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Nurture a sense of place by creating visual 

appeal that builds on the Village’s strong histo-
ry, while bringing residents together to foster a 
sense of shared responsibility in the Village’s 
future.This vision will bring people together 
while simultaneously creating pride in their 

community.

A variety of housing options for residents to 
choose a home that best meets their needs 

while allowing seniors to age in their commu-
nities.This vision will ensure that all residents 

have access to housing to meet their needs and 
remain in the community.

Survey Assessment
Beautifi cation projects and public improvements 
were suggestions residents provided to improve 

the Village’s aesthetics and sense of place.

“I would like for dead ash trees to be removed 
from vacant property.”

“Because there are no streetlights, some streets 
are unsafe to walk at night.”

Respondents identifi ed a need for more attractive 
housing in the community, from apartments for 
younger demographics, homes for families, and 

housing for seniors. 

Existing, uninhabited homes were identifi ed as 
needing demolition or renovation. 

“New housing options should be well-designed 
and improve the village’s image.”
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TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

A safe and well maintained network for those 
who do not drive and for those who want to 

walk around the Village.This vision promotes 
safety, a healthy lifestyle and community 

interaction.

Survey Assessment
More frequent buses and more transit line op-

tions on Broadway were seen as desirable addi-
tions to the community. Some residents do not 
want to route more traffi c through through the 

Village.

“Buses entering the Village streets would not be 
good for the roads.”

While most respondents agree that safe pedestri-
an networks are necessary, there were differing 

approaches to its infrastructure.

“In the neighborhood, we need sidewalks.”

“Sidewalks take away from the country feel. 
Carve out an area on the street for a marked bik-

ing and walking area.”

A network offering frequent bus service and 
suffi cient destinations, especially job centers. 

This vision will ensure that there are appropriate 
transportation opportunities for those who do 

not drive.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

Survey Assessment
Respondents identifi ed a need for more rec-
reational activities, particularly for youth and 

seniors.

“We need more activities to deal with the summer 
heat.”

“Nothing for teenagers to do.”

“We need more for seniors to do.”

Residents hold the Village’s parks and recreation 
areas in high esteem. The green space in the 

Village is also valued. Respondents desire more 
areas for walking.

“What I like about the village is the amount of 
trees that make it calm and peaceful.”

“Walking trails need to be repaired and 
expanded.”

Suffi cient parks and green space for all resi-
dents. This vision promotes a healthy lifestyle 

and community interaction.

Suffi cient recreation activities and programs 
that are available to all. This vision promotes a 
healthy lifestyle and community interaction.and 

bring people together.
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The vision for how 
Urbancrest lives, 
works, recreates, 
and commutes 
informed the 
drafting of goals 
to achieve these    
objectives.

FINAL VISION STATEMENTS

This vision will ensure 
that the character of 
the village will not 
dramatically change, 
while allowing devel-
opment in strategic 
locations to support 
the village’s residents 
and those of nearby 
areas.

Quality of 
Development

Commercial develop-
ment should comple-
ment existing land 
uses and promote 
economic vitality 
and sustainability, 
while respecting 
people-friendly de-
sign standards.  This 
vision will ensure that 
future commercial 
uses are strategically 
developed and are 
meant to best serve 
the local residents.

Sense of Community

Community and sense 
of place should be 
nurtured by creating 
visual appeal that 
builds on the Village’s 
strong history, while 
bringing residents 
together to foster 
a sense of shared 
resonsibility for 
the Village’s future. 
This vision will bring 
people together while 

celebrating their pride 
in the community.

Housing

A variety of housing 
options should be 
available for residents 
of all ages to choose 
a home that best 
meets their needs, 
while allowing seniors 
to age in their com-
munities. This vision 
will ensure that all res-
idents have access to 
housing to meet their 
needs and remain in 
the community during 
different life phases.

Vision for Trans-
portation and 
Infrastructure
Walking

Urbancrest should 
have a safe and 
well-maintained 
pedestrian network 
for those who do not 
drive and for those 
who want to walk 
around the Village. 
This vision promotes 
safety, a healthy life-
style and community 
interaction.

Transit

A bus network offer-
ing frequent service 
and suffi cient des-
tinations, especially 
job centers, should 

be a transportation 
option. This vision will 
ensure that there are 
transportation oppor-
tunities for those who 
do not drive or others 
who wish take take 
public transportation

Driving

Urbancrest should 
have a well-connect-
ed street network 
that provides better 
access to nearby 
thoroughfares, while 
encouraging drivers to 
abide by speed limits. 
This vision improves 
accecss to and from 
the neighborhood 
while also addressing 
the safety needs of 
other transportation 
modes.

Vision for Parks 
and Recreation
Facilities and 
Activities

There should be 
suffi cient parks, green 
space, and recreation 
activities that are 
available to persons 
of all ages and abil-
ities. This vision will 
facilitate interactions 
between community 
members and enable 
more active lifestyles.

Vision for Community 
Development
Land Uses

Land uses should support 
and respect the quiet, small-
town country feel of exist-
ing neighborhoods, while 
balancing the development 
of vibrant mixed-use areas 
where appropriate. 
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The workgroup 
and communi-
ty at large will           
help refi ne the 
proposed policy 
objectives. These 
goals are intended 
to materialize the 
vision statements.

DRAFT GOALS

Goals for Community 
Development
Land Uses

1. Maintain small town character.

2. Revitalize existing properties.

3. Enable reuse of vacant 
properties.

Quality of Development

1. Enable high quality commercial 
and residential development.

2. Ensure that commercial uses 
are compatible with residential 
uses.

3. Ensure appropriate scale of 
development.

Sense of Community

1. Create a strong sense of place 
informed by the Village’s history.

2. Improve the Village’s overall 
appearence.

3. Support a sustainable local 
food system.

Housing

1. Support land use and building 
code policies that enable aging in 
place for all ages.

2. Encourage infi ll housing on va-
cant land that is zoned residential.

3. Renovations of dilapidated resi-
dential structures.

Goals for Transportation and 
Infrastructure
Walking

1. Improve pedestrian safety.

Transit

1. Make transit more attractive 
and accessible.

Driving

1. Improve connectivity to outlying 
street network.

2. Ensure that roadway infrastruc-
ture encourages following speed 
limits.

Goals for Parks and 
Recreation
Facilities and Activities

1. Preserve some of the Village’s 
existing green space, and create 
additional park facilities.

2. Repair existing pedestrian 
paths, and create more opportuni-
ties for walking and biking.
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FUTURE LAND USE AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Guiding New Development
As a component to the proposed goals, a pro-
posal for a future land use plan and infrastruc-
ture is necessary to facilitate achieving those 
objectives.

The future land use plan is intended to guide 
development in Urbancrest over a long-term 
period. Because some of the recommendations 
do not perfectly align with Urbancrest’s zoning 
code, some modifi cations may be necessary.

The future infrastructure proposal will facilitate 
Urbancrest’s goals of improving pedestrian and 
road infrastructure.

17 Future Land Use Overview

18 Future Land Use - Detail

19 Land Use Type

20 Examples of Land Use Types

21 Future Transportation 
          Infrastructure Overview

21 Future Transportation 
          Infrastructure Map
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FUTURE LAND USE OVERVIEW

Residential

Commercial

Parks and Recreation

Mixed-Use Commercial

Industrial

In General
- Most of the village interior remains residen-
tial in character.
- Proposed to preserve forested area in the 
southwest corner of the village.
- Otherwise, there are no proposed changes 
to industrial areas.
- Park spaces reserved along the railroad for 
landscaping improvements.
- Community commercial spaces proposed 
within the village to complement the existing 
small town feel.
- Parcels zoned for mixed commercial and 
residential uses along the Broadway corridor.
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*Corresponding land use is an approximation.

Single-Family Residential.....................

Corresponding Urbancrest Zoning District

Two-Family Residential........................
Medium Density Residential................
High Density Residential......................
Neighborhood Retail & Residential......
Limited Commercial & Residential.......
General Commercial............................

General Industrial.................................
Parks
Recreation

Single-Family Residential District (R-1)*
Two-Family Residential District (R-2)*
Medium Density Multifamily Residential District (R-3)
High Density Multifamily Residential District (R-4)
Commercial and Offi  ce District (C-1)*
Commercial and Offi  ce District (C-1)*
General Commercial District (C-2)

Light (I1) and Heavy (I2) Industrial Districts

Proposed Land Uses

FUTURE LAND USE - DETAIL
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Medium Density Residential
Two-Family Residential
Permits detached single-family homes 
on smaller lots than R-1 and duplexes.

Low Density Residential
Single-Family Residential
Restricted to detached single-family 
homes.

Medium Density Residential
Medium Density Multi-Family
Permits duplexes and townhomes.

High Density Residential
High Density Multi-Family
Permits condominiums and apartment 
complexes.

Mixed-Use Commercial
Neighborhood Retail & Residential
Permits ground fl oor retail and second 
fl oor offi ces and residences.

Commercial
General Commercial
Permits large-scale commercial devel-
opments.

Industrial
General Industrial
Permits large-scale industrial uses.

Parks and Recreation
Restricted to green space and recre-
ational uses.

Mixed-Use Commercial
Limited Commercial & Residential
Permits ground fl oor retail and offi ces, 
and allows a mix of offi ce, retail, and 
residential above the fi rst fl oor.

EXAMPLES OF LAND USE TYPES
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Improving Mobility
Walking

Sidewalks are proposed within the commer-
cial area east of the railroad tracks. Sidewalks 
are included in strategic corridors within the 
village. Some on-street striping is proposed as 
opposed to sidewalks in recognition that side-
walks were not desired throughout the village. 
Mid-block pedestrian crossings are included 
in key location to provide better access to the 
Village’s amenities.

Biking

The multi-use trail would create additional 
recreational opportunities for walking and 
biking and establish Urbancrest as a node for 
connectivity as regional biking infrastructures 
expands.

The trail at Lewis Center Way would facilitate 
access to Grove City’s Southwest Boulevard 
Trail, which provides access to Holt Cross-
ing Intermediate and Central Crossing High 
School.

Transit

The two bus stops central to Urbancrest at 
Broadway and Central Avenue could be im-
proved with amenities that would make wait-
ing for transit more comfortable.

Driving

A lighted intersection is proposed to be con-
sidered at the intersection of Broadway and 
Central Avenue. Survey respondents indicated 
that left turns onto Broadway can be diffi cult, 
particularly during heavy traffi c. Additionally, 
more intensive commercial uses would require 
improved accessibility.

The access points at the west side of the 
Village are proposed to be opened to provide 
an alternate route around Urbancrest for resi-
dents of its west end and to improve emergen-
cy service coverage.

In addition to on-street walking/biking paths 
that narrow roads and infl uence reductions in 
vehicle speeds, traffi c calming improvements 
like speed tables can be considered in key 
locations.

Depiction of a speed table (Source: National Association of 
City Transportation Offi cials).

Example of a pedestrian lane as an alternative to side-
walks. (Source: Alta Planning + Design).

FUTURE TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW
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FUTURE TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE MAP

Single-Family Residential
Two-Family Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential
Neighborhood Retail & Residential
Limited Commercial & Residential
General Commercial
General Industrial
Parks

Recreation

Existing Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Bike/Ped. Roadway Markings

Current Bus Route (COTA #3)

Multi-Use Path

Intersection Improvements

Bus Stop Improvements
(existing stop)

Bus Stop (existing)

Bicycle Roadway Markings & Signage

Existing On-Street Bike Lane
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