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MEMORANDUM

DATE:
April 29, 2008
TO:

Southwest Area Plan Working Committee
FROM:
Brent Warren, Planner, City of Columbus


Ben Weiner, Planner, Franklin County
RE:

Southwest Area Plan – Public Workshop #1 Summary
The first public workshop for the Southwest Area Plan was held on April 14, 2008. There were about 40 residents and stakeholders in attendance. The meeting covered the following topics: 
· Planning process overview

· Small group exercise: Issue Identification 

· Mapping stations - Development Opportunities, Transportation Priorities, “Favorite Places/Least Favorite Places”
· A copy of the presentation from the public workshop is located at: http://td.ci.columbus.oh.us/Bizdevelopment/PlanList/index.asp.
A total of 395 pieces of input were received at the Workshop. These included 129 comments through the Issue Identification exercise, 50 dots/comments through the Development Opportunities maps,  94 dots/comments through the Transportation Priorities maps, and 122 dots/comments through the Favorite Places/Least Favorite Places maps. This data forms an excellent base of information for the development of the Plan. 
Issues Identification Exercise

Every piece of input received from the Issues Identification exercise was entered verbatim into a database. The issues were then categorized by Plan Element (e.g. Land Use, Transportation, etc.) and also assigned a theme. The data was then queried by theme to identify the top priorities, which are given below:   
· Need community center (recreation/senior center, library) (17 comments)

· Need streetlights (14 comments)

· Need more sidewalks (13 comments)

· Clean up area/properties (13 comments)

· Reduce crime/improve public services (11 comments)

· Increase bus service (8 comments)

· Limit pollution from industrial areas (7 comments)

· Need a more diverse mix of businesses (7 comments)
Development Opportunities, Transportation Priorities, and Favorite/Lease Favorite Places Maps

Dots and comments given through the mapping stations were digitized to compile one summary map for each topic.    

For information on the Southwest Area Plan, please contact Adrienne Joly at aljoly@columbus.gov or Ben Weiner at biweiner@franklincountyohio.gov
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Respondents seem to like the existing parks and community facilities in the area, while the Frank Road corridor is overwhelmingly the least favorite place.  





Favorite Places/Least Favorite Places Map





Development Opportunities Map





Results from this mapping station indicate a strong desire to see the former Franklin County Children’s Services site redeveloped.  There also is significant interest in Cooper Stadium and the intersection of Brown and Frank Roads.   








Transportation Map





Results from this mapping station indicate concern for the ability to bike and walk on Brown Rd, Frank Rd, and Harrisburg Pike.












